
SMART AND STUPID ANIMAL
Overcoming prejudices on animals' intelligence

Cinzia CHIANDETTI
Università degli Studi di Trieste, DSV
Thursday, 24th November 2022, 6.30 PM
Sala Conferenze, ex Ospedale Militare
Via Fabio Severo 40, Trieste

We often doubt the intelligence 
of animals. But each species 
has evolved a peculiar form of 
intelligence to thrive in its 
evolutionary niche. There are 
common mental abilities that 
d e p e n d o n c o m m o n 
pressures, and unique abilities 
where each species can 
outperform another. This is 

independent from the us/them 
dichotomy. If we understand 
ou r cogn i t i ve b i ases i n 
representing animals, we can 
reason and act knowledgeably 
in daily life with all species, a 
change in the paradigm that 
has several implications for 
our civic sense. 


