SCHOILARS AT RISK

NETWORK BB ITALY SECTION

To: His Excellency Recep Tayyip Erdogan
President of the Republic of Turkey

T.C. Cumhurbaskanhgi Genel Sekreterligi
06689 Cankaya, Ankara

Turkey
Email: cumhurbaskanligi@tccb.gov.tr

Subject: Petition in support of Bogazici University Community

1%t March 2021

Your Excellency,

On behalf of Scholars at Risk Italy — the Italian section of SAR international network whose mission is to
protect scholars and promote academic freedom across the world - we would like to express our concern
for the serious events that have affected the Bogazici University community, and the Turkish higher
education system, since January 2021.

As President of the Republic of Turkey, on the 1 of January 2021, You appointed new Rectors to five
universities in Turkey. Among them, Prof. Melih Bulu, a member of the ruling Justice and Development
Party (AKP), was appointed as the new Rector of Bogazigi University. In our understanding, this decision
mirrors the decreasing loss of autonomy that has characterised Turkish higher education system since
2016. In the aftermath of the failed coup attempt in July of that year, Your government issued the
Emergency Decree No. 676, which placed the Rectors’ appointment process in the hands of the Presidency
and the Turkish Higher Education Council (YOK). After the state of emergency was lifted in 2018, Your
government decided to place the appointment of Rectors permanently into the hands of the President and
YOK.

This decision contrasts with the past Turkish law which granted universities the right to have their Rector
elected by tenured and tenure-track academic faculty, and then to present the decision to the country’s
President for appointment. Further, as asserted in 2018 by the UN Office of the High Commissioner for
Human Rights and by the Council of Europe’s Venice Commission, there is no evidence supporting that
Decree No.676 was directly linked to the management of the state of emergency.

Bogazici’s faculty members and students have expressed their solicitude through a series of peaceful
protests, to which police have responded with violent force, arrests and the use of tear gas and rubber
bullets. Most recently, in different cities, the Turkish police has attacked and detained dozens of students
who peacefully protested against the AKP’s attempt to assert political control over Bogazici University.



Within the context of persistent attacks against the scholars and students of one of the oldest and most
prestigious HE institution in Turkey, we become concerned also about specific attacks involving its past
representatives, such as Prof. Ayse Bugra. Prof. Bugra, emeritus at Bogazici University, distinguished and
internationally renowned scholar, who was accused of being one of the main instigators of the protests.
Furthermore, Interior Minister Suleyman Soylu publicly targeted former Bogazigi University Rector, Prof. Dr.
Ustiin Erglider, for the protests against the President's decision. These attacks were condemned by thirty-
eight former Rectors of Turkish universities who have expressed their concerns about the situation.

With this letter, the members of Scholars at Risk Italy stand in solidarity with all the students and scholars
of Bogazici University. We call upon Professor Bulu to decline the position and we further urge Your
government to release all students still in custody, withdraw all charges and restore the tradition of
university self-government through rescinding the legal framework that enables You to make appointment
of university Rectors by Presidential decree.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We look forward to your positive response.
Sincerely,

Prof. Ester Gallo, University of Trento. Co-chair, Scholars at Risk Italy and SAR International Advisory
Committee
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Prof. Claudia Padovani, University of Padova. Co-chair, Scholars at Risk Italy and SAR European Advocacy
Committee for Academic Freedom
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Prof. Francesca Helm, University of Padova. Co-chair, Scholars at Risk Italy



C.C.:

The Honorable Mr. Abdiilhamit Gill
Minister of Justice

06669 Kizilay

Ankara, Turkey

Fax: +90 312 419 3370

The Honorable Mr. Murat Salim Esenli
Ambassador of Turkey in Italy

Via Palestro 28

00185 Rome, Italy

Fax: +39 06 494 15 26

Email: ambasciata.roma@mfa.gov.tr

The Honorable Consul-General Elena Sgarbi
Consulate General of Italy in Istanbul
Tomtom Kaptan sokak no: 5 Bogazkesen
caddesi, Tophane, Beyoglu 34433

Faks: 00902122525879

E-mail: consolegenerale.istanbul@esteri.it

The Honorable Mr. Massimo Gaiani
Ambassador of Italy in Turkey
Atatlirk Bulvari n. 118

06680 Kavaklidere

Ankara

E-mail: ambasciata.ankara@esteri.it

The Honorable Mr. Yekta Sarag

Higher Education Council President
Yiiksekogretim Kurulu Baskanhgi
Uluslararasi iligkiler Birimi B-7 Blok, 5. Kat
06539 Bilkent Ankara, Turkey

Fax: +90 312 266 4744

E-mail: cohe@yok.gov.tr

The Honorable Mr. Ziihti Arslan
President of Turkish Constitutional Court
Ahlatlibel Mahallesi incek Sehit Savci
Mehmet Selim Kiraz Bulvari No:4

Posta Kodu:06805

Faks: 312 463 74 00

E-posta: bilgi@anayasa.gov.tr

The Honorable Mr. Ziya Selguk,

Turkiye Cumhuriyeti Milli Egitim Bakani
(Minister of Education of the Republic of Turkey)
Atatiirk Bulvari No: 98 Bakanliklar/ANKARA



The Honorable Mr. Mustafa Sentop,

Tirkiye Blyik Millet Meclisi Bagkani

(President of the Turkish National Assembly)
Atatlirk Bulvari No:153 06543 Bakanhklar — ANKARA
E-mail: kumbuzoglu@tbmm.gov.tr

Bogazici Universitesi Rektorligi

(Office of the Rector of Bogazici University)

Bebek, Bogazici Universitesi, 34342 Besiktas/istanbul, Turkey
Faks: 490 212 265 63 57

E-mail kurumsaliletisim@boun.edu.tr

Bogazici Universitesi Mezunlar Dernegi
(Bogazici University Alumni Association)
Bebek, Bogazici Universitesi Mezunlar Dernegi,
34342 Sariyer/istanbul, Turkey

Fax:+90 212 257 35 68

Email: bumed@bumed.org.tr

The Honorable Michelle Bachelet

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)
Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

Email: InfoDesk@ohchr.org

The Honorable Davide Maria Sassoli
President of the Eruopean Parliament
Rue Wiertz 60

1047 Bruxelles — Belgium

E — mail: president@ep.europa.eu

The Honorable Irene Khan

Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression
Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10

Switzerland

Fax: +41 22 917 9006

Email: freedex@ohchr.org

The Honorable Leigh Toomey

Chair-Rapporteur of the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention
c/o Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

United Nations Office at Geneva

8-14, avenue de la Paix

1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

Fax: +41 22 9179006

E-mail: wgad@ohchr.org

The Honorable Luigi Di Maio

Minister of Foreign Relations and International Cooperation
Piazzale della Farnesina 1

00135 Roma (Italy)



E-mail: ministero.affariesteri@cert.esteri.it
Fax: 0039 06 3236210

The Honorable Stefania Pucciarelli

President of the Senate of the Italian Republic Commission for Human Rights
Senate of the Republic

Piazza dei Caprettari 79

00186 Roma — Italia

E — mail: Stefania.pucciarelli@senato.it




