
 

 

 

 
 
  

Il Presidente 
 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 

Supreme Leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

c/o H.E. Mr. Majid Takht Ravanchi 

Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations 

Permanent Mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the United Nations 

622 Third Avenue, 34th Floor 

P.O. Box 20432 

New York, NY 10017, USA 

iran@un.int  

  

Obj: Halt execution and release Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali 

  

Your Excellency, 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Conference of Italian University Rectors (CRUI), to express the grave 

concern of the Italian academic system for the well-being of Dr. Ahmadreza Djalali, an Iranian-

Swedish scholar of disaster medicine at imminent risk of execution. Dr. Djalali teaches at universities 

in Belgium, Sweden, and Italy (Università degli Studi del Piemonte Orientale). 

We understand from Amnesty International and Scholars at Risk (SAR) that Iranian 

authorities arrested Dr. Djalali in April 2016 and recently put him in solitary confinement and are 

preparing to carry out his death sentence at any moment. Dr. Djalali has been denied the right to 

appeal his conviction and sentence. He was arrested for “corruption on earth” (ifsad fil-arz), based on 

unsubstantiated allegations that he had provided intelligence to the Israeli authorities. He has suffered 

from a number of severe medical complications, and he is also suspected of being at high-risk of 

leukemia. Despite these complications, we understand that authorities have repeatedly denied Dr. 

Djalali proper medical care. 

Absent additional information, the facts as described suggest that Dr. Djalali’s arrest and 

sentencing suggest a flagrant disregard for international standards of academic freedom, fair trial, and 

humane treatment of prisoners, as guaranteed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which Iran is a party.  

CRUI respectfully urge you to call on the appropriate authorities to suspend the capital 

sentence issued against Dr. Amadreza Djalali, to secure his release, and to ensure his well-being and 

access to legal counsel, family, and medical treatment. 

We appreciate your attention to his important matter and look forward to your reply. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 
Ferruccio Resta 

President of the Conference of Italian University Rectors 
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CC: 

President Hassan Rouhani 

President of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

Palestine Avenue, Pasteur St., Pasteur Sq. 

Teheran, Islamic Republic of Iran 

Email: media@rouhani.ir  

 

The Honorable Ayatollah Ebrahim Raeisi 

Head of the Judiciary of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

Howzeh Riyasat-e Qoveh Qazaiyeh 

(Office of the Head of the Judiciary) 

Pasteur St., Vali Asr Ave. (south of Serah-e Jomhouri) Teheran 1316814737 

Islamic Republic of Iran 

Email: info@dadiran.ir  

 

H.E. Hamid Bayat 

Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Rome 

Via Nomentana 361- 00162 Rome - Italy 

Email: iranemb.rom@mfa.gov.ir; info@ambaciatairan.it    

 

The Honorable Santiago Villalpando 

Director of the Office of International Standards and Legal Affairs, UNESCO 

7 place de Fontenoy 

75352 Paris 07 SP, France 

Email: s.villalpando@unesco.org  

 

The Honorable Michelle Bachelet 

United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 

Email: InfoDesk@ohchr.org   

 

European Commission 

High Representative/Vice-President   

Mr. Josep Borrell Fontelles 

European Commission 

Rue de la Loi / Wetstraat 200 

B - 1049 Bruxelles/Brussels 

Email: cab-borrell-fontelles-contact@ec.europa.eu  

 

EU Special Representative for Human Rights  

Mr. Eamon Gilmore 

European External Action Service 

Rond Pt Schuman 9A, B - 1046 Bruxelles/Brussels 

Office SCHU 07/054  

Direct line: +32 2 584 5157 

Email: Eamon.GILMORE@ext.eeas.europa.eu  
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Chair of the European Parliament's Delegation for Relations with Iran 

Ms. Cornelia Ernst 

Parlement Européen 

Bât. ALTIERO SPINELLI 

02G301 

60, rue Wiertz / Wiertzstraat 60 

B-1047 Bruxelles/Brussels 

cornelia.ernst@europarl.europa.eu  

 

Task Force Iran 

EEAS Building, 9A Rond Point Schuman 

B - 1046 Brussels 

IRAN-TASKFORCE@eeas.europa.eu  
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