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The undersigned share the belief in the importance of their role as bridges
of transnational dialogue, cooperation and peace by promoting higher
education, research and wider social engagement.

The signatories believe:

* they are powerful leverage for advancing and enhancing the process of
democratization, the culture of deliberation and tolerance. They foster
European Integration in the interest of South East Europe, as well as of
the EU;

* they play a key role in support of civil society. With their broader
educational activities, they encourage young generations to produce
innovation, develop critical thinking, acquire transversal skills as
global citizens and competences in democratic practice;

* they strongly contribute to impacting on personal and public welfare,
as well as on the job market, whether it be public, private or
nongovernmental.

Moreover, the signatories recognize:

* they promote regional cooperation in a variety of forms, through the
mobility of students, lecturers and staff; through joint programs;
summer and winter schools; through the transfer of know-how and best
practices;

* the relevance of an EU inclusive strategy.

Consequently, the signatories advocate for two specific actions expressly
designed for South East Europe, based on positive discrimination and a
more intense focus on non-EU countries.

1. An Erasmus+ program specifically designed for this region:

* The governments of the Berlin process should fully endorse, in addition
to existing financial tools and the Erasmus+ program, the establishment
of specific funds aimed at stimulating inter-regional cooperation in
PhD courses, higher education and joint research.

* The establishment of an SEE Erasmus program for inter-regional
mobility is vitally important to facilitate not only the predominant

current mobility along the East-West axis, but also within the SEE
region. This double dimension of cooperation will be valuable for
improving mutual interaction, knowledge and empathy; at the same
time, it will be helpful to introduce new methodologies to the benefit
of high quality doctoral programs with internationally recognized
professors and appropriate infrastructures.

Double mobility at EU and regional levels will have additional positive
effects where mutual recognition of diplomas and sequences
(semesters) of HE is implemented. Whenever this is not (yet) the case,
these processes will be pushed forward to open mutual diploma
recognition.

. Programs that assist multidirectional networking of the Universities:

Consistent with the previous approach, investments in programs that
assist networking between Universities will reinforce opportunities for
cooperation within the SEE. This is equally true of cooperation within
Uniadrion (which refers to the Adriatic-lonian macro-region), the DRC
(which refers to the HE institutions of the Danubian macro-region), and
the Universities of the Berlin Process countries.

The aim is also to strengthen cohesion between University networks and
the networks with both cities and enterprises. This would enhance joint
actions for long-distance LLL and a more intense interdisciplinary
effectiveness between the hard sciences, social sciences, and
humanities.

These activities might become the core of a successful HE contribution
to the development of social and cultural dialogue, social inclusion and
cohesion. This would be perfectly in keeping with the ideas of the EU
founding fathers and would foster the education of modern, democratic
and socially responsible new generations.

In conclusion, the signatories call for:
* an intensive regional collaboration strategy involving universities

* the establishment of a specific Erasmus program specifically designed

for the Berlin process countries

* support to programs assisting multidirectional networking of the

Universities in the region.



